Introduction
This paper will review trends in alcohol con- 
■ Drinking patterns
Ireland has a high proportion of non-drinkers which has remained relatively stable over the last 20 years at about 23% 
Proximal contributors: alcohol policy measures ■ Alcohol policy reports
In the period 1990 to 2010, ten committees/ groups were established by government to bring forward recommendations on alcohol issues with an output of fifteen reports, yet few of the recommendations have been implemented. The first report was the National Alcohol Policy (NAP) with the rationale clearly based on the WHO public health approach and outlined the most effective policy measures based on the international research evidence to reduce alcohol harm (NAP 1996) . While the policy stressed the importance of a multi-sectoral approach, the action plan itself was weak and had no implementation plan. This was in contrast to a well structured, implemented and resourced policy for illicit drugs (Butler 2007 Changes in consumption and harms, yet little policy progress ( Ireland ) ditions of the off-licence retail sector (DOJ 2008 The test purchase provision (which allows the police to determine whether retailers will sell alcohol to underage consumers) was put in place during the second half of 2010. In summary, the availability of alcohol substantially increased through longer opening hours and an increase in off-licence outlet density, and while some alcohol laws were strengthened enforcement was not evident.
■ Alcohol marketing
The impact of alcohol marketing has be- 
■ Drink driving
In 1994 under the Road Traffic Act, blood alcohol concentration (BAC) was reduced from 100mg to 80mg and provided for licence suspension, which had all party In this more open economy, with a well- 
■ Social policy structures
It is important to sketch out both the broad policy background and, specifically, the newer approaches to public policy which gave rise to expectations that the state was 
Trends in alcoholrelated harm
Overall, alcohol related morbidity, as meas- 
Prevention and policy initiatives
■ NGO sector 
■ Political will
The twenty-year period under review began promisingly, with a ministerial commitment to the drafting and implementa- 
Going forward

